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NEMATODE INFESTATION IN PATIENTS AT UNITED STATES 
VETERANS' HOSPITAL NO. 45, BILTMORE, N. C. 

By Emma Sadler Moss, Laboratory Assistant in Bacteriology, United States Public Health Service. 

The material for this report was collected from examinations 
made of the patients in this hospital who are, for the most part, 
veterans of the late war. Nearly all of these young men are from 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Florida, and Virginia. 

The following procedure was employed as routine in examination of 
all specimens of feces upon which this report is based. All specimens 
were sent to the laboratory in ordinary square pasteboard sputum 
cups. (Where material does not have to be conveyed for long dis- 
tances or sent through the mails, these cups are well suited to the 
purpose of containers, as they can be burned, thus avoiding danger 
of spreading infection.) A small portion of the specimen was taken 
upon a wooden tongue depressor and transferred to a round paper 
drinking cup, which was burned immediately after use. Enough 
tap water was added to make a soupy solution, and about 1 c. c. 
of this solution was strained through four thicknesses of gauze into 
a 15 c. c. centrifuge tube. The tube was then filled with water, 
and, after the contents had been well mixed, was placed in the centri- 
fuge at a moderate speed for about 20 seconds. The tube was 
drained of all liquid, only a very little sediment remaining in the 
bottom. A few drops of water were added and examination was 
made under the low dry lens (16 mm.). 

The data for this report were collected during a period of six 
months, from July 1 to December 31, 1921. There were admitted 
to the hospital in this time a total of 760 patients, a routine examina- 
tion of the feces being made on 597, or 78 per cent, of these admis- 
sions. Few, if any, of these patients were admitted for special treat- 
ment of intestinal parasites. 

Of these 597 patients examined, 258, or 43 per cent, were found 
to be infested with some one or more than one of the following 
intestinal parasites, as determined by finding the parasites or ova 
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in the feces. The table gives in order the frequency of infestation 
with each of the parasites and ova. 

Nxunber Per cent 

Kcmatode. infested. infested. 

Hookworm 152 25.4 

Trichuris 44 7.3 

Ascaria lumbricoidos 38 6.3 

Strongyloides 24 4.0 

Total 258 43.0 

An average of 1.2 examinations per person were made. 

Twenty patients were found to be infested with more than one 
kind of parasite, and one had a triple infestation. 

Where specially requested, examination was made for amebic 
dysentery; seven men were found who were infected. Only fresh 
material was examined in these cases. 

Stiles ' found, in connection with the amebiasis survey on 8028 
persons, that nematode infestation occurred as follows: 

Numbw Per cent 

Nematode. infested. infested. 

Hookwonn 321 3.9 

Trichuria 170 2.1 

Ascaris 89 1.1 

Strongyloides 15 0.2 

Total 595 7.3 

It must be remembered, however, that these 8,028 persons repre- 
sented 23 vStates; whereas, as has been stated, the admissions to this 
hospital come from practically 7 Southern States. 

In spite of the extensive work which has been done to eradicate 
hookworm infestation in the South, there is still further need for 
treatment of existing infestations and prevention of the spread of 
this condition. 



SUPPLYING DRINKING WATER ON TRAINS OPERATING IN 
INTERSTATE TRAFFIC. 

SANFTABY CONDmONS UNDER WHICH DRINKING WATER IS BEING SUPPLIED ON 
TRAINS OPERATING IN INTERSTATE TRAFFIC, AT THE RAILROAD COACH YARDS IN 
CmCAGO AND OTHER TERMINAL CITIES. 

By Abthitr E. Gorman, Assistant Sanitary Engineer, United States Public Health Service. 

The protection of the travehng public from contagious and infec- 
tious diseases requires untiring and constant vigilance on the part of 
the health officer. One of the most important matters which must 
receive this attention is the drinking-water supply. 

> Annual Report of the Surgeon General of the Public Health Service of the United States for the fiscal 
year 1921. Page 93. 



